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up the consumption of their products within a home market,
or even to create a state of things which has a decided tendency
in that direction; and that there also must, be great doubts
whether they are benefited by making it necessary for them
to abstain from the use of a foreign manufactured article, in
order to avoid the payment of a tax which is imposed for the
benefit of a domestic manufacturer. But it is no part of my
purpose to enter into the discussion of these great questions
of political economy, which have not even yet reached a
wholly satisfactory solution; but the general aspects of the
subject are here alluded to, as it presented itself in 1824, for
the purpose of guarding the reader against any erroneous
views of the opinions and course of Mr. "Webster on that
occasion.

The bill of 18M had been pending for some time in Com-
mittee of the Whole, in a desultory debate on its multifarious
provisions and its general principle, when, on the Slst of
March, Mr. Clay availed himself of a convenient opportunity
to develop the general policy of the measure, and to place
himself in the responsible situation of its principal advocate.
He began by -describing what he considered as a condition of
" distress " throughout the country. Characterizing the policy
which he meant to recommend, as a " genuine American
system," he described those, who thought a foreign market an
adequate vent for the surplus products of our labor, as " parti-
sans of the foreign policy." He then proceeded to enforce
the principle of protection by the" example of England, the
country in which it had been most steadily and extensively
maintained, and combated the objections which had been
made to its introduction here, in a speech of astonishing abil-
ity, which is perhaps the most perfect summary of the argu-
ments in its favor that has ever been placed on the records
of our legislation.

Mr. Webster began his reply to Kr. Clay, by stating that
he represented a district that was highly commercial, and
deeply interested in manufactures also; and that such were
the complex and conflicting details of this bill, that a vote in. its
favor would support measures which ought not to be adopted,
and a vote against it would oppose measures, some-of which